
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR THE GREAT GATSBY 
 
The following questions are a combination of comprehension/knowledge level questions 
and interpretive level questions.  Answering them will help prepare you for class 
discussion, quizzes, and the final test/essay over the novel. 
 
PRE-READING 

1. Why are we still reading a book written in the 1920’s? What gives a book its 
longevity? 

2. What was the reaction of Americans in the 20’s to WWI? 
3. Some people think that having money leads to happiness. Do you agree? Why or 

why not?  What are the advantages or disadvantages of being wealthy? 
4. What is the “American Dream”?  Where did it originate, and how has it changed 

over the centuries? 
5. Have you ever wanted to relive a moment from your past, to redo it? Describe 

the situation.  How and why would you change the past? 
 
CHAPTER ONE 

1. Notice how many times Fitzgerald used the words hope, or dream.  Why does he 
do this? 

2. Nick starts the novel by relaying his father’s advice “Whenever you feel like 
criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had the 
advantages that you’ve had.”  List Nick’s advantages.  Does he reserve judgment 
in the novel? Is he a reliable narrator? 

3. Pay attention to time.  What is the day and year during the first scene at Daisy’s 
house? 

4. What is Gatsby doing when Nick first sees him? 
5. Describe the ambiguity in Nick’s initial descriptions of Gatsby. 
6. What image does the author use to describe Jordan Baker? What does it mean? 
7. What does Tom’s behavior reveal about his character? 
8. How would you describe Daisy’s state of mind during dinner?  What does she 

say and so that helps reveal her inner conflicts? 
9. What indications are there that the green light will have a powerful emotional 

significance to Gatsby? 

CHAPTER TWO 

1. Describe the setting of the valley of ashes where George and Myrtle live.  What 
aspects of the setting imply that it is intended to have a symbolic meaning as well 
as a literal one? 

2. How does Fitzgerald describe George and Myrtle Wilson?  Does their physical 
appearance reflect their characters in any way? 

3. Compare the setting of the party in this chapter with the setting of the party in 
Chapter One. 

 



4. Describe the violent act Tom commits against Myrtle at the end of the party?  
How does this exemplify Fitzgerald’s description of Tom in Chapter One? 

CHAPTER THREE 

1. Describe the two ways in which Nick differs from the other guests at Gatsby’s 
party. 

2. What does Nick think of Gatsby when he first meets him? 
3. What does the owl-eyed man in the library find extraordinary about Gatsby’s 

library? 
4. What does Nick learn about Jordan Baker after he has sent some time with her? 
5. Why does Fitzgerald describe the party (in the passage beginning “By seven 

o’clock the orchestra has arrived”) in the present tense? 
6. How does Nick characterize the guests at Gatsby’s party?  What do his 

characterizations tell us about how Nick feels about most of these people?  What 
sense of life in the Jazz Age do we get from the description of this party? 

7. Describe the ambiguity in Gatsby’s character that strikes Nick. How is he 
different from his guests? 

8. Describe two incidents involving automobiles in this chapter.  What role do 
automobiles seem to play in the novel so far? 

CHAPTER FOUR 

1. What accomplishments of Meyer Wolfshiem’s does Gatsby describe to Nick?  
How does Nick react? 

2. Why does Gatsby want to have tea with Daisy in Nick’s house?  Why doesn’t 
Gatsby ask Nick for this favor himself? 

3. Aside from the improbability of his story, what other evidence is there that 
Gatsby is lying when he tells Nick about his background? 

4. What does Gatsby’s friendship with Meyer Wolfshiem imply about his own 
background? 

5. How does Daisy behave after Gatsby goes overseas?  What does her behavior 
show about her feelings for Gatsby? 

6. After Jordan tells Nick the story of Gatsby and Daisy, Nick says that Gatsby 
“came alive to me, delivered suddenly from the womb of his purposeless 
splendor.”  How does the metaphor of birth help explain what Gatsby’s behavior 
had meant to Nick up to then? 

7. With Jordan in his arms, Nick thinks of a phrase:  “There are only the pursued, 
the pursuing, the busy and the tired.”  How do you think this phrase reflects on 
the events of the novel so far?  Where does each of the characters fit into this 
schema? 

CHAPTER FIVE 

1. What does Gatsby offer Nick in return for Nick’s cooperation in inviting Daisy to 
his house? 

2. What is the meeting between Gatsby and Daisy like initially? 
3. How are Daisy and Gatsby different when Nick returns to the house after a half 

an hour? 



4. What does Gatsby reply when Nick asks him how he makes his money?  Why 
does Nick find that significant? 

5. What is the weather like in this chapter?  How does it reflect on the emotional 
climate of Gatsby and Daisy? 

6. In this chapter, Gatsby’s dream seems to be fulfilled.  What indications are there, 
though, that reality cannot satisfy his dream? 

CHAPTER SIX 

1. How truthful is Gatsby in relaying the story of his life to Nick?  Why does 
Fitzgerald tell the story of Jay Gatz now? 

2. Plato held that reality was an imperfect reflection of an ideal, permanent realm.  
With this in mind, what would you say Nick means when he says that “Jay 
Gatsby sprang from his Platonic conception of himself?” 

3. How is the comparison of Gatsby with Christ (“he was a son of G-d… and he 
must be about His Father’s Business”) ironic?  If the comparison with Christ were 
to continue through the book, what would happen to Gatsby? 

4. What is Gatsby’s view of the past?  When Nick says that Gatsby “wanted to 
recover something, some idea of himself perhaps, that had gone into loving 
Daisy,” what do you think he means? 

5. At the end of the chapter, Nick describes Gatsby kissing Daisy in Louisville five 
years before.  What is Gatsby giving up when he kisses her?  Why? 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

1. Why does Gatsby stop giving parties? 
2. When does Tom first realize that Daisy loves Gatsby? 
3. Why is Myrtle Wilson upset when she sees Tom and Jordan? 
4. Why does George Wilson lock Myrtle in the bedroom? 
5. How does Gatsby characterize Daisy’s voice?  What do you think he means by 

this? 
6. Why does Gatsby lose Daisy during the confrontation at the Plaza?  Could he 

have done anything to win her, do you think?  If he could have, why doesn’t he? 
7. What do you think Tom and Daisy were saying to each other in the kitchen? 
8. At the end of the chapter, Gatsby is standing alone, looking out at Daisy’s 

house.  Where else in the novel does he do this?  How is this different? 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

1. How does Fitzgerald achieve a melancholic mood in the beginning of this 
chapter? 

2. What does Gatsby tell Nick the night of the accident?  Why? 
3. How does George Wilson spend the night after the accident? 
4. What evidence had Wilson found that his wife was having an affair? 
5. How does Nick’s statement “You’re worth the whole bunch put together” show a 

change in Nick form the beginning of the novel? 
6. What do the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg symbolize to George Wilson?  What is 

significant about this symbol? 
7. How does Nick characterize Gatsby’s state of mind before he is killed? 



CHAPTER NIINE 

1. Who attended Gatsby’s funeral? Why is this significant? 
2. Why is Gatsby’s father so proud of him?  
3. What does Tom confess to Nick when they meet that fall?  Does he regret what 

he has done? 
4. Nick says that “this has been a story of the West, after all.”  What do you think he 

means by that? 
5. How does Nick characterize Tom and Daisy at the end of the book?  What has 

each of them “smashed” during the course of the novel? 
6. What does the green light symbolize at the end of the novel? 

Big Picture Questions  

1. An epigraph is a quotation at the beginning of a work that reflects on that work.  
How does the epigraph to The Great Gatsby reflect on Gatsby’s story? 

2. In the very last line of Chapter Three, Nick Carraway claims: “I am one of the few 
honest people that I have ever known.” By the end of the book, Jordan Baker 
decides that this statement itself is a lie.  Is Nick Carraway honest or dishonest? 

3. Is Nick Carraway a necessary character in this story? If we were not given the 
story from his perspective, what would we gain? What would we lose? 

4. How does Fitzgerald use Gatsby’s parties to present a satirical portrait of the 
Roaring Twenties? 

5. Religion is notoriously absent until the very end, when Myrtle Wilson’s husband 
claims that he told his wife that she couldn’t fool God.  Why is this the first 
mention of God?  How does this sudden invoking of religious morals function 
within the rest of the story and why? 

6. What is the effect of us getting the information out of order?  We don’t know the 
truth about Gatsby until Chapter Six, and we don’t know the rest of the truth until 
Chapter Eight.  We get even more information when Jay’s father shows up; 
what’s the deal? 

7. Is Gatsby great? In what way?  How might he not be great? Does his greatness 
evolve over the course of the novel? What is the difference, in this text, between 
perceived greatness and actual greatness? 

8. Gatsby’s tragedy is that he chooses the wrong dream (Daisy).  Has he been 
corrupted by society?  Or is his choice an indication that he is part of the 
corruption? 

9. Take a look at Nick’s opening lines.  If this advice is the lens through which we 
read The Great Gatsby, how does it affect our view of the events that transpire? 
Does refraining from criticism promote compassion, or amorality? 

 


